RUSSIA AND THE WEST IN IRAN

expulsion of a large number of Germans. Simultaneously Russia and
Britain launched a vigorous propaganda of intimidation. Broad-
casts from London, Delhi, and Baku in the Persian language accused
the Iranian government of sheltering a German fifth column, gave
exaggerated numbers of Germans in Iran, and spread false rumors
about tribal unrest, dissatisfaction in the army, and so forth. This
propaganda irritated the Iranians enormously. Their government
insisted, in notes of August 7 and 21, that its record of impartiality
toward the belligerents was of the strictest character and that to
expel the Germans would he tantamount to the violation of neu-
trality. In conversations with foreign diplomatic representatives, the
Iranian ministers asserted that all the Germans were closely watched
and that the government had the situation well under control, so
that no danger from the Germans existed. In thus temporizing with
the issue, the Iranian government was apparently unaware of the
seriousness with which the Allies treated the whole problem.

On August 25 the final Allied notes were presented. On that day
the Soviet and British envoys appeared together at 4 A.M. at the pri-
vate residence of the Iranian Prime Minister to submit their message.
The parallel notes expressed disappointment that Iran had not com-
plied with Allied requests, voiced regret that the Allies were now
compelled to take unilateral action, gave assurances that the Allies
had no designs on Iran's territorial integrity and independence, and
expressed the hope that Iran would not resist .Allied advance.

Simultaneously, at dawn August 25, Soviet and British forces in-
vaded Iran. The Soviet army entered Iran in three columns: the first
heading from Julfa to Tabriz; the second marching through Astara
toward Pahlavi and Resht; and the third invading the northeastern
border province of Khorasan. Soon such important centers as Tabriz,
Meshed, and the Caspian coastal towns were under Soviet occupa-
tion. On August 31 Soviet forces effected junction with the British
group under Brigadier-General Aislewood in Qazvin. On September
17 they entered Teheran. These land operations were accompanied
by naval action at Pahlavi, where on August 25 the Soviet navy
shelled the town and harbor. The Soviet air force also bombarded
several Iranian towns, such as Tabriz, Pahlavi, Hamadan, Qazvin,
Meshed, and, as late as August 31, Teheran.
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